The Kabul Campaign,
enabled him to keep up his communications with Russia, This line led across the Hindu Khoosh to the Oxus. By adopting this line, again, his retreat was always secure. It had, too, the further advantage of affording him a safe and covered line of comraunica* tion with Herat, Kandahar became thus of altogether secon-' dary importance. The fall of Kandahar would not decide the campaign ; the occupation of Kandahar would not in any way interfere with his plan of defence. His base was the Oxus.; to defend Kandahar in force was to run the risk of having himself cut off from his base, and thrown back'upon Herat, he could then only hope to reach a point from which to renew the struggle by a disastrous retreat to the Oxus over a distance of more thau 600 miles. The Government of India might, therefore, have either discarded Kaudah&r from its calculations, for in any case its fate would depend upon the fate of Cabul, or it might have occupied and fortified it by a brigade, strong in cavalry and artillery, advancing from Quetta. Events proved* there was no haste needed in attacking this city. The new relations of Sher AH to Russia bad shifted the military conditions of the problem before the viceroy, which was to occupy Cabul and compel the Amir to accept . peace on terms dictated to him. The main British strength should have been thrown against Cabul by .two powerful columns'moving, the one through the Khaibar, the other through the Kurrum valley* There was nothing to prevent such columns uniting in one grand mags, of at least 15,000 fighting men, under the walls of Cabul by the middle of December. Even if Quetta had been reinforced to an extent to make it impregnable and no advance made beyond Pishin, the main issues would have remained unaffected. The Government, too, would have had men to spare for watching the frontier of the great tribe of Waziris. The Mahsud section of this people, the -most numerous and most warlike of the frontier tribes, satisfied itself at the begining of December that there was no force ready to move against it, and on the 13th December, at the time when the Mangals had fallen upon the rear of General Roberts, the Mahsuds and their allies attached and plundered Tank. Here, again, the misconduct of & native. officer drew afc ention to the growing untrustworthenessof the regiments containing bpjrder Mahoj^njedaijta Tfy0 Qove^nment has quite recently recognised this tendency to faithlessness by strengthening the Eusppqan element of the JKhatbar and Kurum columns^ The Waziris w$l have fa be broken as soon as the Government has the leisure a,nd the ipep. for the -work. It may, indeed, be a fit and necessary occupation for the Thull-Chotiali column. The initial f^U of the campaign was the rigid adherence to the strategy af 1844,